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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Part-Writing: When, and How, to Study It During the
last few years an immense advance has been made in the teaching of almost every branch of knowledge. Only
in Music do we cling to the maxims of a time when the disciples of the Art were timidly feeling their way among
its most rudimentary principles; and when even the simplest scales, or alphabets of sounds, were yet unsettled.
Prominent, among the many weaknesses and incongruities still preserved in our text-books and embalmed in
examination papers, are the oft-exploded theories concerning, the supposed derivation of our key-systems by
dissection of the parts of a so-called generating sound ; and the classification of grouped pulsations after the
manner (often extremely whimsical) of their notation, rather than in accordance with their rhythmic effect. But
the most obstinate of the prejudices whereby advance is retarded is that which, while forced to acknowledge
the great progress made in the later years in that science which embraces everything belonging to the analysis
and to any kind of association of sounds, would subject that progress to the rule not of the makers of, but the
mere theorisers about, music at a time when its construction was a matter of calculation rather than of
inspiration, and bore far more resemblance to the working-out of an arithmetical sum than to any attempt at
poetic expression. And the funniest point of it is that this persistent looking back shows, after all, only a half-
hearted, sceptical kind of antiquarianism. No one (however conservative his temperament) has any hope of
bringing back the delight in Greek scales; or of being able to revive Diaphony and the chaste...
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