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demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject Politics - International
Politics - Region: Near East, Near Orient, grade: 1,0, University of Potsdam, language: English, abstract: The
Tyranny of the Minority: The eCectiveness of policy making in Israel. Introduction to Israel s Political System As
a fledgling nation facing a unique set of social challenges and physical threats, the democracy of Israel was
created in an incredibly volatile environment. Nonetheless, in certain respects Israeli democracy has shown
itself to be remarkably stable for example, not once in Israel s sixty-five year history have the results of a major
election been challenged. In other respects, however, Israeli democracy has presented itself as fundamentally
unstable and subject to perpetual ineCiciency. This is further exacerbated by the fact that unlike most Western
democracies, the state of Israel lacks a formal constitution; instead, Israel has passed a set of Basic Laws
intended to fill the gap. One symptom of this perpetually unstable condition is the frequency in which Israel
changes the makeup of its governing coalitions in Israel s brief history of sixty-five years, there have been thirty-
one diCerent governments. The question becomes, to what extent is such an erratic democracy able to set
policy and govern eCectively In what follows, this question will be analyzed thoroughly, with an emphasis
placed on the role that Israel s multiparty political system plays in this process. The political system in Israel is a
parliamentary system based strictly on proportional representation. This was a system Israel adopted in the
aGermath of the period of the British Mandate in order to accommodate the starkly diCerent social, political
and religious groups and particularly the...
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