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Gentlemen, this conference of shipbuilders has been called by
the Emergency Fleet Corporation; that is, the corporation
created by the shipping act as a part of the Shipping Board
activities, and it is that part which designs and contracts for
new vessels, and which, as the agency of the President of the
United States, has requisitioned all the ships building in the
private yards of 2, 500 tons dead-weight and upward. Now, at
the head of the Fleet Corporation as general manager, its
executive head, is Admiral Capps, and he has asked me to read
to you the statement that he would like to be here to make.
[Read statement as follows: ] This is the first gathering of
representatives from the shipyards since the organization of
the industrial service department under the Division of
Construction. The time is opportune, therefore, to say...
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