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Ga. , by order of Gen. Meade. Their trial attracted attention throughout the country. It was emphatically the
cause celebre of the reconstruction era, the golden age of the carpet-baggers. Ashburn was protected in his
business and property while operating in Giles County, Tenn. , and North Alabama by Gen. Mitchell. So
notorious was this fact that it was the conviction of all dealing with him that he and Gen. Mitchell were partners.
The story of the bold attempt of Andrews and his associates to steal a locomotive has been often rehearsed.
While a northbound passenger train on the Atlanta and Chattanooga Railroad was standing on the track at Big
Shanty, the conductor, William Fuller, the train crew and passengers being at breakfast, Andrews and his
associates, with the locomotive, the tender and a box car started northward. Conductor Fuller started after
them on foot amid the jeers of the crowd. Reaching a hand car he mounted it and arriviug at Etowah Station,
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