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illustrated. 1890 Excerpt: . . . bordering on insanity, but was unable to do so without exposing the parts.
Although the meatus could be distinctly felt, the catheter would not enter. On exposure to view, an opening was
seen in the clitoris, which was firmly bound down by preputial adhesions, near the extremity of the organ.
Entering the catheter at this point, it readily passed through the clitoris, then down through a passage under
the mucous membrane to the natural sight of the meatus and on into the urethra and through it into the
bladder. In the light of later experience, my opinion now is that here was the cause of all the nervous symptoms
in this case. The treatment of all these cases in the male is, I think, better by gradual dilatation than
circumcision for the phimosis, for in nearly if not all cases there is adhesion of the mucous membrane to the
glands, and this must be broken down, or we will not e ect a cure. Dr. Bruce-Smith, at the meeting of the
Ontario Medical Association, last June, reported some Med. Rec, Vol. 34, p. 314. cases of reflex nervous
phenomena from similar causes, and recommended the treatment by dilatation. Dr. Newman of New York, who
was present, highly approved Dr. Smiths treatment and spoke unfavorably of circumcision-in cases Where
dilatation is quite su icient. The subject of Reflex-Action in the human subject is so intricate, so little studied or
understood, and often so direful in its effects, and still...
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